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1. Introduction  
 

OpenLitterMap is a free and open-source digital mapping tool      that allows individuals and organizations 

to map and track plastic litter. It encourages citizen science participation by enabling users to identify and 

geotag plastic waste, helping to create a global database of litter hotspots. This information can be used 

to identify areas in need of cleanup and develop targeted waste management strategies.Description 

 

Open Litter Map is a tool primarily designed for tackling the issue of litter and plastic pollution in the 
environment. It serves several purposes: 
 
Data Collection: The main purpose of Open Litter Map is to collect data on litter and plastic waste in 
various locations worldwide. By crowdsourcing this information from users, the platform creates a 
comprehensive map that visually represents litter hotspots and pollution levels. 
 
Environmental Awareness: The tool is used to raise awareness about the global litter problem. By 
providing a visual representation of litter distribution, it helps people understand the extent and 
impact of litter and plastic pollution on the environment. 
 
Community Engagement: Open Litter Map encourages active participation from individuals and 
communities to contribute data by documenting litter they encounter during their daily activities. This 
fosters a sense of responsibility and empowers people to take action against litter. 
 
Research and Policy Making: The collected data can be valuable for researchers, environmentalists, 
policymakers, and local authorities. It helps them identify patterns, make informed decisions, and 
implement strategies to address the litter issue effectively. 

When and how to use this tool 
Open Litter Map is a cutting-edge software designed to track and map garbage across various locations. 
As the name suggests, it allows for comprehensive monitoring of plastic waste. This powerful tool 
analyzes and identifies different types of plastic waste, shedding light on their origins and the reasons 
behind their production. 
 
By accurately identifying the composition of the waste, the software presents valuable opportunities 
for businesses in the region. They can use this data to explore the possibilities of utilizing the waste as 
raw materials for their processes. This not only promotes sustainable practices but also contributes to 
the circular economy by transforming waste into valuable resources. 
 
Furthermore, Open Litter Map offers a wealth of data that can be leveraged for various business plans 
and re-evaluation projects. Armed with comprehensive insights into the types and quantities of plastic 
waste in specific areas, businesses can make informed decisions and take targeted actions to address 
environmental concerns effectively. 
 
In conclusion, Open Litter Map plays a crucial role in fostering a cleaner environment and promoting 
sustainable practices. By providing vital data on plastic waste and its sources, it empowers businesses 
to turn environmental challenges into opportunities, benefitting both the economy and the planet. 
 
Using open litter map: 
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Download the App: To participate in Open Litter Map, you need to download the mobile app from the 
official app store on your smartphone. The app should be available for both Android and iOS devices. 
 
Registration: After installing the app, you'll need to create an account or sign in using your existing 
credentials. 
 
Data Collection: Once registered, you can start contributing to the project by taking photos of litter 
and plastic waste you come across during your travels or regular outings. 
 
Geotagging: The app automatically geotags the photos with the location information, recording the 
exact coordinates of where the litter was found. 
 
Upload Data: After taking a photo, you can upload it through the app, along with additional details 
such as the type of litter, quantity, and any other relevant observations you may have. 
 
View the Map: The data you and other users have contributed will be added to the Open Litter Map 
database. You can then explore the map, visualize litter hotspots, and gain insights into the global litter 
problem. 
 
Spread Awareness: Share your findings and the Open Litter Map platform with others to raise 
awareness about the issue of litter and plastic pollution and encourage more people to get involved. 
 
It's important to note that the implementation details may change over time, as the platform may 
release updates and improvements. To use Open Litter Map effectively, it's advisable to visit their 
official website or consult the app's documentation for the latest guidelines and features. 

Material needed 
Mobile phone and internet connection 

Resources 
Links: 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/openlittermap/id1475982147 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.geotech.openlittermap&hl=en_US&pli=1 
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